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 дϝͭϸнͭϼϸ ͼЋуϷЇϦ ͻϝк ЅЮϝͧ

ЬϝЛТ ЅуϠ ЬϝЂϸϽ϶

Diagnostic Complexity in 

Preschoolers Children with ADHD





Under Diagnosis Over Diagnosis



Duality of Symptoms & Impairment

Ô ϽтϾ ͫϸнͭ ͻϜϽϠ ϸϽͮЯгК Ьыϧ϶Ϝ6ϥЂϜ ͼϧϷЂ СуЊнϦ ЬϝЂ

Ô%50 етϹЮϜм ϽЗж ϾϜ ͼжϝϧЃϠϸ Ѕу͟ дϝͭϸнͭHard to manage
ϹжϼϜϹж ͼЯͮЇв ϜϹЛϠ ϝвϜ ϹзϧЃк

ÔϹжϼϜϸ Ϝϼ ͼЋуϷЇϦ бтыК ϝвϜ ϹжϼϜϹж Ьыϧ϶Ϝ дϝͭϸнͭ ϾϜ ͻϼϝуЃϠ

Ô ϝϦ ϤϝЛЮϝГв ͼ϶ϽϠ ϼϸ%77 Ьыϧ϶Ϝ ͼЮм ϹжϼϜϸ ЉуϷЇϦ дϝͭϸнͭ
 ЉуϷЇϦ ̪ϸϽͮЯгК Ьыϧ϶Ϝ ϝϠ дϝͭϸнͭ ͼ϶ϽϠ м ϹжϼϜϹж ϸϽͮЯгК

ϹжϼϜϹж.

Ô ЙϮϜϼ буЧϧЃв ϼнВ йϠ ϹзжϜнϦ ͼгж йЂϼϹв ϾϜ ЭϡЦ еЂ ϼϸ дϝͭϸнͭ
ϹзкϹϠ ͼвыͭ ϤϝКыВϜ дϝІϸн϶ йϠ.

Ô ϥЂϜ йϧТϝт ϼϝϧ϶ϝЂ Ͻϧгͭ ЀϼϜϹв йͮзтϜ ЭуЮϸ йϠ ϝк бЯЛв ЄϼϜϿ͵
 ͼгͭ ϼϝϡϧКϜ ϾϜ ϹзжϼϜϻ͵ ͼв ϝк йͨϠ ϝϠ ͻϽϧгͭ дϝвϾ м

ϥЂϜ ϼϜϸϼн϶ϽϠ.

Ô ̪ϽϦъϝϠ еузЂ йϠ ϥϡЃж еЂ етϜ ϼϸ ͼЛуϡВ ϼнВ йϠ ϝк йͨϠ
ϹжϼϜϸ ͻϽϧгͭ йϮнϦ м ϽϧЇуϠ ϥуЮϝЛТ.



Assessment Problems

ÔA: High levels of activity & impulsiveness 

ñWait & Seeò Attitude

ÔB: Variety in multiple situation Multi Informants

ÔC: Longitudinal Variation of symptoms

Hyperactivity

Inattentiveness continue



Key Points:



Consistency in Diagnosis

First Year Second Year Third Year

Hyperactive/Impulsive %55 %27 %11

Inattentive %9 %18 %32

Combined %36 %55 %57



Validity of Criteria in Preschool Children

Sensitivity Specificity
Discriminative

Value

Hyper Inattentive High High High

Inattentive Moderate High Low



Preschool Child Assessment

ÔMultiple Sessions

ÔMultiple Informants

ÔMultidisciplinary Assessment

ÔMultiple Mode of Assessment

ÔMulti-axial Assessment



Gold Standards

ÔStandardized Rating Scale

ÔFamily-based Interviews

ÔDirect Observation of Behavior

ÔDirect measurements of attention & Hyperactivity Impulsivity



Hot -emotional Response System

Cold -emotional Response System

 ϼϸ ЉЧж йͭ ϸнІ ͼв ϽкϝД ͼжϝвϾ йϮнϦ ЉЧж м ͼЮϝЛТ ЅуϠ бϚыК йͭ ϥЂϜ дϐ ϽϠ ЌϽТ
ϸнЇж дϜϽϡϮ ϝӷ буЗзϦ ϸϽЂ бϧЃуЂ БЂнϦ аϽ͵ бϧЃуЂ.

ÔDelay Gratification Pre - Frontal 

Maturation

ÔResponse Inhibition Cold 

Cognitive System

ÔDelay Aversion Hot Cognitive 

System



Neuro-Psychiatric Tests

Ô CBCL

Ô PPVT

Ô SNAP-

Ô Gordon Diagnostic System

Ô Kiddie Version of CPT

Ô CPC

Ô DPTCS Dyadic Parent-Child Interaction Coding System

Ô (Semi) Structural DSM Oriented Interview with Parent

Parent- Based

Not Examiner Based



Medical Differential Diagnosis

Ô Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

Ô Neurofibromatosis

Ô Hearing Loss (Central Auditory Processing Disorder CAPD)

Ô Sleep Disorders

Ô Side effect of Drugs: Antiepileptic/ Bronchodilatators/ Bromide Elixir 

Ô Head Trauma

Ô Seizure Disorder

Ô Genetic: Fragile X Syndrome

22q11 Deletion Syndrome

Ô Metabolic Disease

Ô Thyroid Disease

Ô Anemia

Ô Malnutrition

Ô Lead-Poisoning

Ô Heart Disease



Psychological Differential Diagnosis

ÔAnxiety Disorder: Separation/GAD/OCD/ PTSD

ÔMood Disorder

ÔASD Spectrum

Ô Intellectual Disability

ÔLearning Disorder

ÔODD

ÔLanguage Disorder

ÔNeglect or Abuse Child

ÔStressful Situations

Normality



Predictor Factors

Ô Initial severe/extensive  Symptoms

ÔGender

Ô IQ

ÔBehavioral Disturbances

ÔSES Fewer Resources/ Less Education  

ÔMaternal Depression/ ADHD

ÔHarsh & inconsistent Discipline

ÔStress

ÔTemperamental Difficulty

ÔNeuropsychological Deficits 

Inattention

Dysfunction

Prognostic Utility





Sluggish Cognitive Tempo

Some individuals with the predominately inattentive type of ADHD also display a subset
of symptoms that are typified by sluggish-lethargic behavior and mental fogginess. It is this
subset of characteristics that have been described as "sluggish cognitive tempo" (or SCT).

Symptoms of SCT include:

Ô Drowsiness

Ô Frequent daydreaming

Ô Frequent staring into space 

Ô Mental fogginess

Ô Poor memory retrieval

Ô Sluggish-lethargic behavior

Ô Slow processing of information

Ô Social passiveness, reticence, and withdrawal

Ô The tendency to become confused easily

People with SCT often have difficulty with problem-solving, self-organization, self-initiation, 
and processing competing sources of information. They are often characterized as 
hypoactive (less active).

https://www.verywellmind.com/adhd-symptoms-4157281
https://www.verywellmind.com/problem-solving-2795008


DDx ADHD & CAPD





Predrug Treatment Assessment






